
Community Profile for

Willcox

Willcox is in the northern part of the Sulphur Springs
Valley cutting through Cochise County for nearly 100
miles. The town was established in 1880 and
incorporated in 1915. Located on I-10, halfway between
Phoenix and El Paso, Willcox serves as the major trade
and service center for agriculture and tourism within
Cochise County. With relatively inexpensive land and
housing, a mild year-round climate and a pleasant rural
lifestyle, Willcox has access to the Union Pacific
Railroad and Interstate 10. Willcox is located north of
the port of entry in Douglas, making it a perfect place for
warehousing and distribution, especially for agriculture.

Principal Economic Activities
Willcox was once one of the largest cattle breeding
cities in the nation, and cattle are still important to
Willcox’s economy. The largest livestock auction in
Arizona is held in Willcox. The heartland of Arizona
agriculture is Willcox’s primary economic driver. Willcox
is Arizona’s wine grape capital with the area producing
nearly three quarters of the wine grapes in the state.
Willcox wine country bottled wines have received many
honors and awards, rating 88 and higher by Wine
Spectator. Northern Cochise County is the world’s
second largest producer of pistachios. Other specialty
crops such as apples, peaches and pecans thrive in the Willcox basin, while row crops such as cotton and
small grains are also significant. One of the largest hydroponic tomato green houses in the world, with more
than 300 acres under glass, is located in the Willcox area. Many agricultural support and research
companies operate near Willcox. The world’s foremost chili pepper seed company and research facility is
located in northern Sulpher Springs Valley. Tourism is of economic importance, including outdoor, historical
and agritourism with U-Pick farms.

Scenic Attractions
Cochise County features historical, cultural, scenic and recreational opportunities including the rugged Dos
Cabezas Peaks, Chiricahua Mountains, Cochise Stronghold in the Dragoon Mountains and the Chiricahua
National Monument with its stunning rhyolite formations. These mountains and deserts were once home to
the Chiricahua Apache Native Americans. The county is named for their great chief Cochise. The Willcox
area provides many opportunities for outdoor recreation and adventure. The area brings to life its rich
western history. Willcox, hometown of television, movie and radio star Rex Allen, celebrates “Rex Allen
Days” in October with a parade, country fair, rodeo and western fun. Willcox also hosts Wings over Willcox
nature festival celebrating the great outdoors and the more than 30,000 Sand Hill Cranes that stay in Willcox
during the winter. The Willcox West Fest Chuckwagon Cook-off and Ranch Rodeo is held in early May.
Willcox hosts the annual Willcox Western Christmas Festival in December.

Community Facilities
Willcox offers a broad range of community facilities including rodeo grounds, a sports park, a library, an
Olympic-sized swimming pool, a community center with meeting facilities, a nine-hole golf course and tennis
courts. There also are five parks with ramadas and playground equipment, as well as athletic facilities that
include lighted baseball and softball fields, a basketball court and a soccer field. The Willcox Cowboy Hall of
Fame and Rex Allen memorabilia are on display in the Rex Allen Arizona Cowboy Museum in downtown
Willcox. The Chiricahua Regional Museum also is in downtown Willcox.
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BASIC INFORMATION

Founded: 1880 Incorporated: 1915
Elevation: 4,182 ft. Location: Cochise County
   
Distance to major cities:
Phoenix: 192 miles San Diego: 490 miles
Tucson: 81 miles Los Angeles: 568 miles
Las Vegas: 489 miles  

POPULATION

2000 2010 2016 (est.)

Willcox 3,733 3,761 3,589
Cochise County 117,755 131,436 128,343
State of Arizona 5,130,632 6,401,569 6,835,518
Office of Economic Opportunity

PROPERTY TAX

2000 2010 2016
Elementary / High School 7.32 3.83 7.71
City / Fire District 1.73 0.97 1.25
Cochise County 5.70 5.07 5.92
Totals (Cochise County) 14.75 9.87 14.87
Arizona Dept. of Revenue & Arizona Tax Research Foundation

SALES TAX / TRANSACTION PRIVILEGE TAX

Willcox 3.00%
Cochise County 6.10%
State 5.60%
Arizona Dept. of Revenue & Arizona Tax Research Foundation

LABOR FORCE

2000 2010 2016
Civilian Labor Force 1,595 1,884 1,584
Unemployed 111 276 102
Unemployment Rate 7.0% 14.6% 6.4%
Office of Economic Opportunity

WORKFORCE EDUCATION ATTAINMENT

Count Share
Less than high school 344 15.2%
High school or equivalent, no college 913 40.5%
Some college or Associate degree 819 36.3%
Bachelor’s degree or advanced degree 180 8.0%
American Community Survey

INDUSTRY (RANKED BY EMPLOYMENT)

 Count Share
Education, health care & social assistance 449 32.6%
Retail trade 190 13.8%
Arts, entertainment, food & recreation services 181 13.1%
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, & mining 146 10.6%
Finance, insurance & real estate 110 8.0%
Manufacturing 74 5.4%
Professional, scientific, & administrative services 61 4.4%
Transportation, warehousing, & utilities 39 2.8%
Wholesale trade 36 2.6%
Information 30 2.2%
Construction 26 1.9%
Public administration 25 1.8%
Other services, except public administration 10 0.7%
American Community Survey

Community Profile for

Willcox, Arizona

This profile was prepared by the Arizona Commerce Authority in cooperation with local sources. For further information, please contact:

City of Willcox
Ted Soltis 
101 South Railroad Ave., Suite B
Willcox, AZ 85643
Phone: 520-384-4271
Email: tsoltis@willcoxcity.org 
Website: www.cityofwillcox.org

Cochise County Economic Development
Gussie Motter
1415 Melody Lane, Building G
Bisbee, AZ 85603
Phone: 520-432-9215
Email: gmotter@cochise.az.gov
Website: www.cochise.az.gov

Willcox Economic Development
Division
1500 N. Circle I Rd.
Willcox, AZ 85643
Phone: 520-384-2995
Email: chamberdir@vtc.net
Website: www.willcoxchamber.com

Local First Arizona
407 E. Roosevelt St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: 602-956-0909
Email: info@localfirstaz.com
Website: www.localfirstaz.com

Arizona Commerce Authority
Statewide Economic Development Group
118 N. 7th Ave., Suite 400
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone: 602-845-1200
Email: info@azcommerce.com
Website: www.azcommerce.com

ACA has partnered with APS to provide you with Arizona Prospector, a free database to access available real estate
opportunities in rural Arizona. Click here to access available properties in this community.
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