
Community Profile for

Winkelman

At an elevation of 1,972 feet, Winkelman is located at
the southern end of Gila County. The town is part of
Pinal County at the confluence of the San Pedro and
Gila Rivers. The history of Winkelman dates back to
1877 and 1878 when a large number of farmers
migrated to the region. With the coming of the railroad,
a post office was established in 1903 near the ranch of
Peter Winkelman. Winkelman was incorporated in 1914.
However, a few years later the town disincorporated
and later reincorporated on June 6, 1949.

Principal Economic Activities
Winkelman is the smallest incorporated town in Arizona,
and most of Winkelman’s economic activity is based on
copper. The community serves primarily as a service
center and residential area for families of employees
associated with mining and processing activities. The
principal employer within the town is the Hayden-
Winkelman School District. Arizona State Highways 77
and 177 provide excellent access to different parts of
the state. Both highways run through Winkelman.

Scenic Attractions
The surrounding scenery is some of the most
spectacular in the state, and Winkelman sits on the Old
West Highway route. The Mescal and Saddleback mountain ranges provide the backdrop for the
meandering Gila River.

Community Facilities
At the gateway to Winkelman stands a roadside park featuring a 115-foot-long adobe wall. Visitors can walk
around, through or meet within it. The wall tells the history of the town by using bits of ranching and mining
implements, as well as local geological samples. The Winkelman Luten Historic Bridge was constructed in
1916 and is only one of two still in existence in the country designed by Daniel Luten, famous for the Luten
Arch. In 2016, Winkelman celebrated the Centennial of the Historic Bridge. 

An added attraction to Winkelman is the Winkelman Flats Public Park located adjacent to the Gila River.
This park provides RV camping with all utility hookups, dry camping areas, swimming, tubing, canoeing and
fishing. This park has a playground area for children, lighted softball field, concession stand, mud volleyball
courts, ramadas with benches throughout the park and a rodeo arena. This park provides restroom and
shower facilities.

In October 2014, Winkelman celebrated its centennial. On that same day, Winkelman’s ore cart, A Penny for
your Thoughts, was dedicated by the Copper Corridor Economic Development Coalition. The Ore Cart Trail
encourages tourism in the region. Winkelman’s ore cart was the second of 10 ore carts that will be placed in
towns along the Copper Corridor.
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BASIC INFORMATION

Founded: 1877 Incorporated: 1949
Elevation: 1,972 ft. Location: Gila County
   Pinal County
Distance to major cities:
Phoenix: 90 miles San Diego: 445 miles
Tucson: 71 miles Los Angeles: 468 miles
Las Vegas: 389 miles  

POPULATION

2000 2010 2016 (est.)

Winkelman 443 352 350
Gila County 51,335 53,565 54,333
Pinal County 179,727 376,369 413,312
State of Arizona 5,130,632 6,401,569 6,835,518
Office of Economic Opportunity

PROPERTY TAX

2000 2010 2016
Elementary / High School 20.00 8.93 11.94
City / Fire District 4.53 4.60 4.78
Gila County 5.37 5.44 5.91
Pinal County 7.76 6.36 7.47
Totals (Gila County) 29.90 18.98 22.63
Totals (Pinal County) 32.29 19.89 24.19
Arizona Dept. of Revenue & Arizona Tax Research Foundation

SALES TAX / TRANSACTION PRIVILEGE TAX

Winkelman 3.50%
Gila County 6.60%
Pinal County 6.70%
State 5.60%
Arizona Dept. of Revenue & Arizona Tax Research Foundation

LABOR FORCE

2000 2010 2016
Civilian Labor Force 166 126 139
Unemployed 6 11 9
Unemployment Rate 3.6% 8.7% 6.5%
Office of Economic Opportunity

WORKFORCE EDUCATION ATTAINMENT

Count Share
Less than high school 34 15.5%
High school or equivalent, no college 53 24.1%
Some college or Associate degree 117 53.2%
Bachelor’s degree or advanced degree 16 7.3%
American Community Survey

INDUSTRY (RANKED BY EMPLOYMENT)

 Count Share
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, & mining 33 27.5%
Arts, entertainment, food & recreation services 18 15.0%
Construction 18 15.0%
Education, health care & social assistance 14 11.7%
Retail trade 14 11.7%
Professional, scientific, & administrative services 9 7.5%
Finance, insurance & real estate 5 4.2%
Public administration 5 4.2%
Manufacturing 4 3.3%
Information 0 0.0%
Other services, except public administration 0 0.0%
Transportation, warehousing, & utilities 0 0.0%
Wholesale trade 0 0.0%
American Community Survey
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Winkelman, Arizona

This profile was prepared by the Arizona Commerce Authority in cooperation with local sources. For further information, please contact:

Town of Winkelman
Silvia Kerlock
206 Giffin Ave.
Winkelman, AZ 85192
Phone: 520-356-7854
Email: skerlock@townofwinkelman.com
Website: http://winkelmanaz.com/

Gila County Community Development
745 N. Rose Mofford Way
Globe, AZ 85501
Phone: 928-402-4224
Website: www.gilacountyaz.gov

Copper Basin Chamber of Commerce
355 Alden Rd. 
Kearny, AZ 85237
Phone: 520-363-7607
Email: cbc@copperbasinaz.com
Website: www.copperbasinaz.com

Arizona Commerce Authority
Statewide Economic Development Group
118 N. 7th Ave., Suite 400
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone: 602-845-1200
Email: info@azcommerce.com
Website: www.azcommerce.com

ACA has partnered with APS to provide you with Arizona Prospector, a free database to access available real estate
opportunities in rural Arizona. Click here to access available properties in this community.
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