Digital Equity Subgrant Program — Combined FAQ

Questions from the DE Subgrant Overview 3/11/2025:

Are for-profits not eligible?

The lead applicant must be an eligible entity. Eligible entities can work with non-profit partners
list them as partners (with Letters of Commitment in their application) or engage the services of
for-profit entities.

Are entities who applied for NTIA Digital Equity Grant program (decision on awards have not been made
yet) eligible to apply?

Entities that have applied for the Digital Equity Competitive Grant are eligible to apply for
subgrants, however the proposed project/program cannot be the exact same. Consider, a
different scope for each project. For example, if your program is to host digital literacy classes at
four campus locations for the Competitive Grant, maybe the Capacity Subgrant could be to
expand that to an additional campus.

Do | understand correctly that funding for this RFP will be dependent on federal approval (in
September)? What are the odds of that happening given the current admin's position on DEI and
Executive Order 13985?

At this time, the Arizona State Broadband Office and the Digital Equity Program Manager are
proceeding forward with our proposed timelines. If changes need to be made in the future, we
will address them.

Is there an age range associated with Goal 3?
No.
What type of grant distribution do you anticipate? Reimbursement?

Yes, these will be reimbursement grants. We can draw down for approximately 30 days of
activity. However, if an applicant can prove and immediate need we hope to be able to provide
funding ahead of the work. For example, if equipment needs to be purchased before a program
can start, that would be

Are devices like mobile hotspots and satellite connection systems eligible?

Hotspots would be, but satellite connection systems would not be. Connectivity of an individual
Broadband Serviceable Location (BSL) is the purview of the BEAD Program.

What is the time frame for expending funds if awarded? Is it one year?

The State Digital Equity Capacity Grant has a five-year implementation, which started January 1,
2025. Individual projects funded through the subgrants can be of varying lengths and will be
defined by the applicant and their organizations’ capacity.



Are you able to match subgrants that focus on affordable devices with those that focus on digital literacy
skills to encourage collaboration?

Yes. An example of this might be a “learn-to-earn" program, where a participant attends a
digital literacy class and the end, is given a laptop or tablet to keep, for example.

For the project budget, can we include a range of amounts tied to multiple deliverables so that we can
be considered for a smaller amount if some deliverables are a better fit?

Yes.
Can one organization apply for grants under multiple categories?
Yes.

How many awards do you anticipate giving and what is the total amount you plan on subgranting out of
the 16M you received?

The majority of the total allocation will be subgranted, except for the allowable set asides (see NOFO)
and the funding for the few projects that will be run through the State Broadband Office (like
the Digital Literacy Seal and the Digital Equity Specialists cohort, see the Digital Equity Plan for
more information.)

However, the exact amount in this round of subgrants will be dependent on the applications we
receive. If, for example, we do not receive enough applications to expend the funds, we reserve
the right to offer additional rounds or assess alternatives.

The funding is meant to be used to implement the Digital Equity Plan and Arizona’s main
strategy to do that is through the subgrants.
What timeframe is the sub grant for? 1 year? 5 years?

The State Digital Equity Capacity Grant has a five-year implementation, which started January 1,
2025. Individual projects funded through the subgrants can be of varying lengths and will be
defined by the applicant and their organizations’ capacity.

Are Community Based Organizations that utilize a 501c3 fiscal sponsor eligible to apply?
Yes.

If the plan requires providing certain programs or apps to each participant, is it eligible to include this in
the budget?

Please provide as much detail as you can in the application. However, remember — the funding is
limited and sustainability of items such as subscriptions should be considered and possible
solutions shared.



Questions from the DE Subgrant Overview 4/8/2025:

Is there a page or word limit for each section of the application (or the entire application for that

matter)? We aim to be as concise as possible, but | want to ensure we stay within any limits ACA has set.
No page or word count limits, just use the space you need to provide the information
requested.

How does this funding account for university indirect costs? Should we incorporate them directly into
our budget, or does the ACA pay those out as a separate amount?
All funding for these requests will be paid from the Digital Equity Capacity Grant. Please show
the full cost of the project in your proposal, if it’s not included there — it won't be eligible.

Does this grant impose a cap on indirect costs lower than our negotiated rate? Some agencies limit

indirect costs to 10% IDC (“overhead”), for example.

The ACA will allow indirect costs up to 15% if the subrecipient does not have a NICRA. If the
subrecipient has a current NICRA, the ACA must accept it. If the subrecipient elects to
utilize a lower rate, for example to allow for a higher programmatic budget, that is at their
own discretion, but they must note this in their overall budget.

Do Digital Equity Subgrant applicants need to do the “Pre-Registration” on the SBO website?
No. The “pre-registration” information you see on the website is for the BEAD Program and is
not part of the Digital Equity Subgrant application.

Is this funding at risk?
The State Broadband Office has received no guidance contraindicating these programs. We will
continue with the activities laid out in the Digital Equity Plan unless we are told otherwise.

Does the NTIA review individual proposals as well as ACA?
NTIA is provided with information on the projects we will fund, but they are not apart of the
review process.

You mentioned the RFP being announced on March 1st., does this grant require an intent to apply be
submitted before you can submit a sub grant proposal?
No Letter of Intent is required.

If an application is a partnership between more than one organization, does that increase the potential
ask amount beyond the $250,000 limit? (Can a two-applicant partnership apply for $500K, or a three-
applicant partnership apply for a $750K?)
The range is meant as a guide to ensure we address all goals and objectives and spread the
funding equitably across the state. We encourage applicants to request funding based on need,
and in alignment with the proposed project or program.

The budget must cover the full 5-year period and plan, correct?
The State Broadband Office has a five-year implementation period for the entire Digital Equity
Plan. Project or programs proposed do not need to go for five years necessarily.



Are matching funds or in kind required?
There are no matching funds or in-kind requirements for the Digital Equity Capacity Subgrant
Program.

Given that applications are being scored against others addressing the same goals, are we required to
pick one and only one goal or objective for the application?
Applicants can combine or submit more than one proposal.

On 3.3, can we pay interns or part-time workers directly with this funding?
Funds are meant to support implementation of the project/program prosed to meet the goals
and objectives of the Digital Equity Plan and can be used to pay staff or interns.

If applying under Goal 3, does workforce development have to specifically be related to careers in the
digital space? If workforce development content is delivered digitally but is not related to careers in the
digital space, would that be viable?
This funding is meant to implement the Digital Equity Plan. All proposed projects and programs
must relate to the goals and objectives laid out in the plan, as approved by NTIA.

Can you talk about specific submittal process?
Application requirements are posted on the Digital Equity Program website. During the
applications submission window (May 1-June 30, 2025), responses can be emailed to
DigitalEquity@azcommerce.com All applications will be reviewed after the window closes.

This is a "reimbursable" right?
Yes, however if there’s a demonstratable need for funds to start a project or commence work
(ie, laptops need to be purchased before a class starts) we hope to be able to draw down that
funding and make it available to the subgrantee.

And can you review decisioning and funding timelines?
The window for applications will be open May 1-June 30, 2025. After the window closes, all
applications will be reviewed, and recommendations be made for awards. Applicants will be
notified of that status. By September 30, 2025 — ACA will report our selected subgrants,
projects, and programs back to NTIA for final approval. We won’t be able to draw down funding
related to these subgrants until ACA gets that final approval. We do not have a timeline for that
last step at this time.

Would college/trade school preparation workshops for rural communities qualify with students
attending a certain number of classes, receiving a tablet to take with them to school.
This funding is meant to support projects and programs that directly relate to the goals and
objectives of the Digital Equity Plan. Unless the class was created/offered to satisfy one of those
goals/objectives, that would likely not be funded.

What will reporting look like throughout the project period? Monthly, quarterly, etc.?
Reporting requirements are outlined in the application found on our website:

Successful applicants will be required to submit regular written reports to the Digital Equity
Program Manager. Cadence will be established by the applicant and the Digital Equity Program
Manager and will depend in part on the length of the proposed project/program. Reporting will
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be required no less than quarterly, through the program or project’s period of performance.

Please refer to the application for more information.

If we submit two projects, can we copy and paste certain text from each proposal ie program
background info. Or would that be penalized in the review/evaluation?
Yes. Relevant information can be duplicated.



